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Paper Content

Significant Environmental Aspect: 
Paper Consumption 
Objective(s): 
Increase the recycled content of purchased paper 
Target(s):   
Increase post-consumer recycled content in all office paper products to as 
high a percent as is available and reasonable, initiate and complete in 2005. 
Reason(s) for Significance: 
Appears on the high significance report, existing program 
Potential Environmental Impact(s): 
Use of natural resources, non-hazardous waste generation 
Performance Indicator(s) for corresponding targets: 
Purchase records of office paper products with higher recycled content than previous.
Budget and Resources for corresponding targets: 
Recycling Coordinator: 50 hours 
Program Description:  
WDOE purchases all the printer and copier paper in use by WDOE and EPA.  The 
paper currently being purchased has 100% post-consumer recycled content, and is 
manufactured with a chlorine-free process. ESAT purchases a small amount of 
printer and copier paper for their own use. 
 
WDOE and USEPA Office Managers and the MEL Recycling Coordinator will assess 
the current recycled content of each agency’s office paper products, determine the 
highest recycled content of office paper products currently available for purchase and 
initiate purchasing products that will meet or exceed EO 13148 requirements. 
Executive Orders, Guidelines, and Other Policies: 
Memo, dated 1/19/01, from USEPA Deputy Administrator, W. Michael McCabe. 
“When purchasing paper for copiers and printers, purchase paper with 100% 
recycled content with a minimum of 50% post-consumer fiber content; meet this 
requirement by October 1, 2001.” 
Wherever available, purchase process chlorine-free paper that meets the recycled 
content standard; meet this requirement by October 1, 2001.” 
 
Executive Order 13101, Greening of the Government Through Waste Prevention, 
Recycling, and Federal Acquisition: 
Section 101, 102, 401.  Prevent pollution whenever feasible; acquire environmentally 
preferable products.  Consider the following factors in acquisition planning: use of 
bio-based products; use of recovered materials; reuse of product; life cycle cost; 
recyclability; use of environmentally preferable products; waste prevention (including 
toxicity reduction or elimination); and ultimate disposal. 
Section 505. Minimum Content Standard for Printing and Writing Paper.  Agencies 
shall meet or exceed the following minimum materials content standards when 
purchasing or causing the purchase of printing and writing paper: (a) For high speed 
copier paper, offset paper, forms bond, computer printout paper, carbonless paper, 
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file folders, white woven envelopes, writing and office paper, book paper, cotton fiber 
paper, and cover stock, the minimum content standard shall be no less than 30 
percent post-consumer materials beginning December 31,1998.  
Section 505(b).  For all printing and writing papers, the minimum content standard 
shall be no less than 50 percent recovered materials that are a waste material 
byproduct of a finished product other than a paper or textile product that would 
otherwise be disposed of in a landfill, as determined by the State in which the facility 
is located.   
Specific Legal Requirements: 
None 
Structure, Authority, Responsibility-Task(s) and Responsible Person/Group:   
1. Determine a vendor from which to purchase writing tablets for USEPA with 

minimum content of no less than 30 percent post-consumer materials and no less 
than 50 percent recovered materials - Recycling Coordinator, complete by 2/1/05. 

 
2. Identify the percentage of post-consumer recycled content of office paper 

products in use at MEL - Recycling Coordinator, start by 2/1/05. 
 
3. Investigate purchasing office paper products with a higher percentage of post-

consumer recycled content - Recycling Coordinator, Office Managers, start by 
2/1/05. 

Structure, Authority, Responsibility-Record(s): 
1. Purchase records 
 
2. Vendor descriptions of paper products 
 
3. Report on recycled content of current office paper 
products 

Responsible Person: 
1. Purchasing Officers,  
Office Managers,  
Recycling Coordinator 
2. Recycling Coordinator, 
Office Managers, 
3. Recycling Coordinator 

Structure, Authority, Responsibility-Document(s): Responsible Person:  
  

For Competence of Person(s) Responsible and Training, Education, and Experience Requirement see 
table entitled “Competence Requirements of Specific Positions”. 
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